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[Eomment: The three metallurgical plants receiving the greatest
Soviet press coverage in recent months have been the Zaporozhskiy
Metallurgicul Plant imeni Ordzhonikidze ; the Metallurgical Plant imeni
Dzerzhinckiy, and the Kuznetskiy Metallurgical Combine imeni Stalin.
Soviet newspapers stress the production achievements of these
. plants as a spur to socialist competition in other, less prodactive
' ‘-' enterprises.
Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources _7
Zaporozhskiy Metallurgical Plant imeni Ordzhonikidze
_ The Zaporozhskiy Plant not only fulfilled its 1952 (1) and its January - »
: April 1953 steel production norms ahead of schedule, but attained an average out- .
put of 7.12 tons per square meter of furnace floor, as against a norm uf 7.03
tons.(a) Coke consumpitioa per ton of cast iron in the manufacture of steel was
decreased to 21 kilograms. Pig irom production was increased.(3)
The individual shops alsn gave ampie evidence of their organizational and !
substantive excellence. The rolling mill shop, which is still largely um.ccha-
nized and employs 20 percent of the plant personnel (16), was named "Best Rolling ‘
oy Mill Shop in the Land."(1) Moreover, one of the rolling mills at the shop is the
L most productive mill in Burcpe. This sheet mill rolls steel at an express train

speed of 72 kilometers per hour (20 meters per second).(l) The sheet metal sLop ‘
attained especially high production indexes during March and April 1953. Two of

the shop crews rolled 1,300 tons of sheet above plan during the first 2 weeks of

April 1953.(5)

s The Zaporozhskiy Plant also boasts the most famous open-hearth turnace,
Ty in the Soviet Union: Furpace No 10. This furnsce, whicht has a chrome-

. maguesite crown, was in continmuous operation for an S-month period in 1952 HE
during this time, it made 657 smelts and produced 26,500 tons more steel
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_ than it did during a like period in 1951, when it averaged only 200-300
smelts.(l, 7) During this 8-month Period, the furnace produced 27,000 tons
more steel than the average of the other open-hearth furnaces.(16) These pro-
duction statistics constitute an all-time high for open-hearth furnaces.(6)
During its 8-month run the furnace exceeded its norm by 3,500 tons. The other
open-hearth furnaces at the Plant, which were also lined with chrame-magnesite
brick, did not exceed 400 smilts during the same period.(7, 16)

Metallurgical Plant imeni Dzerzhinskiy

Despite a poor start in 1952 (8), the plant has rallied to its competi-
tive obligations. It has Pledged a 30-percent increase in its cast iron pro-
duction by 1955. The plant is well on its way to fulfilling its goal. Fur-
pace No 9, for instance, smelted more than 2,000 tons of cast iron in March 1953
and brought the coefficient of performance up to 0.70.(1) The plant also ful-
fillt(:d.)its Jamuary - April 1953 pig iron pProduction quota 2 days ahead of sched-
ule. (2

The plant improved its Productivity by converting its furnaces to wet blast
operation. Technical personnel of the plant worked in close collsboration with
. the Dneprodzerzhinskiy Metallurgical Institute imeni Arsenichev, the Ingtitute
of Ferrous Metals of the Academy of Sciences Ukrainian SSR > and the Dnepropetrov-
skly Metallurgical Institute imeni Stalin in improving their smelting technol-

ogy.(1)
Kuznetskiy Metallurgical Combine imeni Stalin

Not only did the Kuznetskiy Combine exceed its Tirst-quarter 1953 norm (9),
R but it was also the first of all the metallurgical plants to fulfill its Jan-
i uary - April 1953 quota.(10, 15) One of the open-hearth furnaces of the combine
made over 50 smeltings and topped its steel production norm by 755 tons in

May 1953.(11)

In 1952, the projected blast furance coefficient of performauce was 0.3%.
The combine personnel, however, were successful in cutting it down to 0.80 and
in the first quarter 1953 reduced it to an impressive 0.77. Their next imnedi-
ate goal 1s to bring the coefficient down still further to 0.65.(9)

’ The"Kuznetskiy Combine has not been lagging in its basic research activities.
- It recently developed new rail steel and new rail heat treatment processes. (12, 13)
Much of the combine's success may be ascribed to its socialist competition with
other outstanding metallurgical plants.(Lk)
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